CHAPTER XXII
THE TURKISH  WAR :    THE MESOPOTAMIAN CAMPAIGN

TURKEY, like Russia, and Indeed Persia itself, received but little authentic
news of Nadir during his absence In India. The relations between Turkey
and Persia remained In the same anomalous state as they had done since
1736. Juridically speaking, there was no real peace ; there was merely
a prolonged suspension of hostilities, because the truncated treaty of
the 28th September, 17365 had never been ratified.1 It was natural
that the Sultan and his advisers should feel some anxiety lest Nadir,
If he returned victorious from India, should renew the war ; they were
well aware that he would not scruple, If occasion arose, to use the failure
to reach agreement on the religious questions as a pretext for reopening
hostilities. However, whilst the Shah was so far away, and particularly
when persistent rumours arrived of his defeat and death, the Porte felt
that the danger, If not entirely removed, had become remote. The
relief felt by the Porte In this respect was reflected In Its relations with
Russia and Austria. The Treaty of Belgrade had been signed on the
18th September, 1739, but, when difficulties arose In connection with
the fulfilment of certain of the terms of settlement, Turkey's behaviour
was anything but conciliatory. However, a sudden Improvement In the
attitude of the Porte towards Russia and Austria was noticeable when It
became known In Constantinople that Nadir was at length on his way
back from India, and, as a result, the difficulties with the two Christian
Powers were smoothed over.2

In January, 1741, the Persian Ambassador, Hajjl Khan Chamishgazak,
with an enormous retinue, made a most imposing entry Into Aleppo.8
Three months later he reached Constantinople, where he was received by
the Grand Vizier. HajJI Khan's " haughty and contemptuous carriage "
on this occasion and his obstinate refusal to discuss the objects of his mission
with anyone but the Sultan gave great offence.4

After being given an audience by the Sultan, the Ambassador discussed

1 See pp. 106 and 121 above.

* Von Hammer, Vol. XV, p. 36.

s See A Relation of what passed at Aleppo on the occasion of the Arrival of Hadjy Khan, the

Persian Ambassador to the Ottoman Porte, in S.P. 97, Vo.. XXXI.
*For details, see Sir E. Fawkener's despatch of the 23rd March hrd April, 1741,  and  the

Daily Post of 26th May.
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